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MINUTES 
CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF WOODLAND 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 11, 2016 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
2. ROLL CALL 

 Present: Mayor Doak, Council Members Carlson, Massie, Newberry 

Excused: Council Member Weiner 

 Staff Present: Zoning Coordinator Dale Cooney and City Clerk Kathy McCullum 

3. CONSENT AGENDA 
  
            A. Minutes of the December 14, 2015 City Council meeting 
 
 B. Resolution No. 01-2016 regarding the City’s Official Calendar for 2016 

Carlson moved, seconded by Massie to approve the Consent Agenda.  
  Motion carried 4-0. 
  
4. PUBLIC COMMENT – None.  

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS   

A. Public Hearing and First Reading of an Ordinance O02-2016 relating to 
amendments to Chapter 9 – Zoning regarding Definitions, Residential Districts, 
Structures in Yards, and Construction Regulations. 

Zoning Coordinator Cooney explained that the document before the Council is a 
“clean-up” ordinance that is intended to modify certain zoning code items that 
have surfaced over the last several months, including issues related to decks, 
swimming pools and pool decking, minimum yard encroachments, and a specific 
amendment that aligns the City permit requirements with those of the Minnehaha 
Creek Watershed District. 

Mr. Cooney suggested that the items in the document that relate to home 
occupations be reviewed separately and at a later date to provide for additional 
research. 

Mayor Doak opened the public hearing. 
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Mayor Doak agreed that the items relating to home occupations should have a 
detailed review by the Council at a later meeting. The existing zoning code 
covering home occupations is ambiguous and needs to be upgraded. He asked 
that the Council hold a short discussion on the home occupations language after 
deciding upon the remaining ordinance amendments found in the draft.  

In response to a question from Council Member Carlson, Mr. Cooney explained 
that the draft ordinance requires that decks that are not physically attached to 
buildings, but are adjacent to the principal building, be included in the overall 
principal building footprint and be added to the impervious surface calculations. 

Mayor Doak said that the current language regarding decks was not explicit in 
describing decks and pool aprons/decks and said that the draft language covers 
those items. 

Resident, Bill Carlson, inquired whether intrusions into the setback, such as 
cantilevered overhangs would need variances.  The answer was yes. 

In regard to Section 7, Mr. Cooney stated that this language is recommended by 
the City Engineer to codify current City practice of requiring a Minnehaha Creek 
Watershed District permit.  

The public hearing was closed. 

The Council agreed that the ordinance amendments should be approved with the 
exception of Sections 2 and 7 relating to home occupations. 

Newberry moved, seconded by Carlson, to adopt Ordinance O02-2016 relating to 
amendments to Chapter 9 – Zoning regarding Definitions, Residential Districts, 
Structures in Yards, and Construction Regulations, excluding Sections 2 and 7 
and to waive the second reading. Motion carried 4-0. 

 Home Occupations Discussion 

Mayor Doak said that he believed the main goals of a home occupation ordinance was 
to preserve the residential character of Woodland and control potentially annoying or 
disruptive activity, while respecting the rights of residents to use and enjoy their homes. 

Mayor Doak explained that there is concern relating to general vehicle traffic in the City 
and there should be limits on what sort of home occupations are permitted. For example, 
home occupations that may cause noise and traffic issues include retail 
operations/showrooms, medical and legal practices, and construction or tree trimming 
depots. Mayor Doak explained that permitted home occupations might include 
occasional or socially oriented sales events, but not regular businesses that generate 
regular traffic and parking needs. Mayor Doak also noted that the current ordinance 
language does not allow home occupations to operate in an accessory structure. He 
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thought that home occupations could be operated out of accessory structures if not 
damaging to the residential character of the City.  

Council Member Carlson asked that Mr. Cooney forward the home occupation 
ordinances for Deephaven, Greenwood, and Minnetonka Beach to the Council for 
review.  

Council Member Massie thought that the home occupation ordinance should be as 
explicit as needed to cover issues before they arise to avoid responding to issues as 
problems arise.  

Resident, Bill Carlson, indicated that the Groveland Homeowners Association will be 
updating its rules and home occupations would be one of the rules to be amended. He 
noted that the Homeowners Association rules can be more restrictive than the City’s 
ordinances.  

Mayor Doak agreed with Council Member Massie that the home occupation ordinance 
should be explicit enough to answer most inquiries, but it should also provide flexibility 
for the Council to deal with the inevitable situation that is not specifically mentioned in 
the ordinance.  

Council Member Carlson suggested that the home occupations be put into categories 
with language that gives the City Council flexibility in deciding if the request is 
reasonable and non-intrusive to the neighborhood. 

The City Council directed staff to draft a home occupations ordinance for review at the 
February meeting with a potential public hearing on the item in March. 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Consideration of an Ordinance No. O01-2016, Amending Chapter 4 of the  
  Woodland Code, regarding Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

Zoning Coordinator Cooney explained that the proposed ordinance is a 
requirement of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s MS4 permit. He said 
that the City of Woodland is required to pass an Illicit Discharge Detection and 
Elimination ordinance within twelve months of its 2015 MS4 permit 
reauthorization. Mr. Cooney noted that the ordinance will bring the City into 
compliance and gives the City the authority to enforce any kind of illegal 
discharge into storm water facilities.  

In response to a question from the Council regarding Subd. 1(a) on Page 5 and 
Subd. 3 on Page 6, Mr. Cooney explained that the idea is to allow for discharge 
onto property, but prohibit discharge within 20 feet of a storm drain or discharge 
into the street. 
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Newberry moved, seconded by Carlson to adopt Ordinance No. O01-2016, 
Amending Chapter 4 of the Woodland Code, regarding Illicit Discharge Detection 
and Elimination and to waive the second reading of the Ordinance. Motion 
carried 4-0. 

B. Resolution No. 03-2016 Designating Annual Appointments and Assignments for 
2016. 

 Council Member Newberry suggested that the word “maintenance” be included 
under Septic Inspections to read: Kurt Larsen – annual maintenance review 
(existing systems). The Council agreed.  

 Carlson moved, seconded by Massie to adopt Resolution No. 03-2016 
Designating Annual Appointments and Assignments for 2016. Motion carried 4-0. 

7. OLD BUSINESS – None. 

8. MAYOR’S REPORT 

 Mayor Doak reported: 

• The City’s deer management program was very successful in 2015  

• The City’s bank has proposed fee increases for banking and investment services.   
The Mayor and City Clerk will meet with the bank representatives to review the 
services provided and fees.  

9. COUNCIL REPORTS 

 A. Carlson – Enterprise Finance and Operations, Intergovernmental Relations, and  
  MCWD – No report. 
 
 B. Massie – Road Right-of-way Maintenance, Trees, Dear Management 

Council Member Massie said that the parking permit signs are not being removed 
in a timely manner. He thought that the permit holders should be told that the 
signs are to be removed no later than the day following the event. The Council 
agreed and asked staff to place this requirement on the parking permit to inform 
the permit holders. 

 C. Newberry – Ordinances, Septic Ordinance, and Inspections – No report. 

 D. Weiner – Public Safety, Police and Fire, General Finance – No report. 

10. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

Newberry  moved, seconded by Carlson to approve the Accounts Payable as presented. 
Motion carried 4-0. 
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11. TREASURER’S REPORT 

Doak moved, seconded by Newberry to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. 
Motion carried 4-0. 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

Carlson moved to adjourn the regular meeting of January 11, 2016. Motion carried by 
consensus. The meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________   _____________________________ 
Kathryne A. McCullum, City Clerk   James S. Doak, Mayor 

 

 


