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MINUTES 
CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF WOODLAND 
 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2015 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Mayor Doak called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

2. ROLL CALL 

 Present: Mayor Doak, Council Members Carlson, Newberry, and Weiner 

 Excused: Council Member Massie 

 Staff Present: City Clerk Kathy McCullum 

3. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 A. Approval of the October 12, 2015 City Council Minutes 

 B. Resolution No. 36-2015 Adopting the Amended Emergency Management Plan 

C. Resolution No. 37-2015 approving requests from Butch Sprenger for the property 
located at 2840 Inner Road for: 

1) Variances to encroach into the required front yard setback; south side 
yard setback and required structure separation along the rear property 
line; and 

2) Conditional Use Permit for the placement of impervious surface above 
forty percent for the construction of a new single family home. 

Carlson moved, seconded by Weiner to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Motion carried 4-0. 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
5. PUBLIC HEARINGS - None 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

 A. Resolution No. 38-2015 authorizing execution of an agreement between the City  
  of Woodland and the City of Wayzata for fire protection services.  



 

2 

 

Newberry moved, seconded by Carlson to adopt Resolution No. 38-2015 
authorizing execution of an agreement between the City of Woodland and the 
City of Wayzata for fire protection services. Motion carried 4-0. 

B. Resolution No. 34-2015 authorizing the transfer of excess funds from the 2015  
 General Fund Budget to the Street Improvement Fund  

Mayor Doak explained that the transfer of excess funds from the City’s General 
Fund to the Street Improvement Fund does not change the overall financial 
position of the City.  It does, however, emphasize the preventive maintenance 
approach that the City has adopted for its roads.   

Carlson moved, seconded by Newberry to adopt Resolution No. 34-2015 
authorizing the transfer of excess funds from the 2015 General Fund Budget to 
the Street Improvement Fund. Motion carried 4-0. 

C. Review of the City of Woodland Enterprise Funds 

Mayor Doak indicated that the Enterprise Funds are in a very good position at 
this time. He said that the revenue is adequate to cover the bond payments and 
repairs and projected maintenance through 2018. However, the funds should be 
reviewed on an annual basis or after major maintenance outlays to ensure that 
there is enough money to cover the bond payments. Mayor Doak explained that 
the fees may need to be adjusted depending on the maintenance expenses. 

Council Member Carlson referred to the memorandum she had prepared that 
was included in the packet regarding the history of the City of Woodland sewer 
and water systems.  She said that she and Mayor Doak were revising the 
document and that she would be giving the memorandum to the Groveland 
Homeowners Association members for their information. The full Council agreed 
that the memorandum should be placed on the City’s website as a matter of 
general information. 

D. Resolution No. 39-2015 authorizing execution of a Letter of Engagement 
between Abdo, Eick & Meyers for audit services for 2015, 2016, and 2017 

 Mayor Doak explained that the representatives from Abdo, Eick & Meyers have 
done a good job on the City’s audits in addition to the sewer and water utilities 
rate study that was developed in 2010. He noted that the representatives have 
been available to City staff to answer questions and assist with routine financial 
questions without additional charges.  

 Carlson moved, seconded by Newberry to adopt Resolution No. 39-2015 
authorizing execution of a Letter of Engagement between Abdo, Eick & Meyers 
for audit services for 2015, 2016, and 2017. Motion carried 4-0. 
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E. Authorization for the Mayor to execute an agreement between the City of   
  Woodland and Cornerstone Industries, Inc. for snow plowing, mowing,  
  and brush trimming services for the remainder of 2015 and all of 2016. 

Mayor Doak thought that Cornerstone Industries had been doing a very good job 
for the City. He thought the Council should authorize the execution of the 
agreement with a condition that it contain language requiring proof to the City of 
liability insurance. The Council agreed. 

Council Member Carlson mentioned that there are classes available for snow 
plowing personnel that include the ecologically sensitive use of salt on roadways. 
She said that it may be beneficial for the staff at Cornerstone Industries to attend. 
Mayor Doak said that Cornerstone Industries employees are very cognizant of 
the damage that salt could cause to the environment and only use the minimum 
amount of salt needed to maintain safe street conditions.  

Weiner moved, seconded by Carlson to authorize the Mayor to execute an 
agreement between the City of Woodland and Cornerstone Industries, Inc. for 
snow plowing, mowing, and brush trimming services for the remainder of 2015 
and all of 2016 with the condition that language be included in the contract that 
the company provide proof of liability insurance. Motion carried 4-0. 

7. OLD BUSINESS 

8. MAYOR’S REPORT 

 Deer Management 

Mayor Doak explained that a meeting occurred between the cities of Deephaven and 
Woodland and the USDA representatives. He noted that he would be reviewing the sites 
where residents have agreed to deer harvesting on their properties with the USDA 
representative. Mayor Doak explained that the DNR permits had not yet been received 
and that it was essential to get started soon before the deer retreated from the lakeshore 
as the weather grows colder.  

Pool Setbacks 
 
Mayor Doak indicated that swimming pools are governed by size and setback 
requirements applicable to accessory structures in the zoning code.  Standard practice 
includes a pool deck of four feet in width around the pool in calculating the footprint of 
the pool.  The City’s zoning code does not explicitly mention a pool deck and the Council 
should consider adding additional language to the portion of the Zoning Code dealing 
with accessory structures to eliminate ambiguity with regard to the footprint of swimming 
pools.  He asked Council Member Newberry to look into this and work with staff on 
revisions to the ordinance.  
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9. COUNCIL REPORTS 

 A. Carlson –Enterprise Finance and Operations, Intergovernmental Relations, and  
  MCWD 

Council Member Carlson noted that automatic sprinkler systems are no longer 
required for single family and two family homes over 4,500 square feet. She said 
that the Minnesota Court of Appeals declared the new rule invalid as it was found 
that the 4,500 square foot sprinkler exception to be arbitrary because the court 
said it was not “adequately supported by scientific principals, approved tests, or 
professional judgment.” 

Council Member Carlson reviewed a water rate (consumption) study that was 
performed by the Metropolitan Council. She also reviewed the Minnehaha Creek 
Watershed District summary that was included in the Council packet.  

B. Massie – Road right-of-way maintenance, Trees, Deer Management – None 
 C. Newberry – Ordinances, Septic Ordinance, and Inspections – None 
 D. Weiner – Public Safety, Police and Fire, General Finance – None 

10. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

Newberry moved, seconded by Carlson to approve the Accounts Payable as presented. 
Motion carried 4-0. 

11. TREASURER’S REPORT 

Newberry moved, seconded by Weiner to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. 
Motion carried 4-0. 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

Carlson moved to adjourn the meeting. The meeting adjourned by consensus at  
7:50 p.m. 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________   _____________________________ 
Kathryne A. McCullum, City Clerk   James S. Doak, Mayor 

 


