
 

 

MINUTES 
CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF WOODLAND 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2015 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 Mayor Doak called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

2. ROLL CALL 

 Council Present:  Mayor Doak, Councilors Carlson, Massie, Newberry, and Weiner 
 
 Staff Present:  Kathy McCullum, City Clerk and Dale Cooney, Zoning Coordinator 

3. CONSENT AGENDA  

A. Approval of the August 10, 2015 City Council minutes 

 B. Approval of the August 27, 2015 Special City Council Meeting Minutes 

 C. Resolution No. 29-2015 approving variances for Boris Ninkovic at 2800 East  
  Road 

D. Resolution No. 32-2015 authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement between 
the City of Woodland and Kurt Larsen Septic Service for septic system inspection 
services   

            Massie moved, seconded by Newberry to approve the Consent Agenda with one 
correction on Resolution No. 29-2015. Motion carried 5-0. 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT - NONE 
 
5. PUBLIC HEARINGS - NONE 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

 A. Resolution 24-2015 approving the 2016 Lake Minnetonka Communications  
  Commission (LMCC) Budget  

Mayor Doak explained that the LMCC budget was reduced considerably because of 
the recent loss of member cities. He noted that Woodland LMCC Representative, 
Mike Jilek, is comfortable with the proposed budget. Mayor Doak stated that the 
budget includes funds for some capital improvements and he considers those 



reasonable.  
 
Carlson moved, seconded by Massie to adopt Resolution 24-2015 approving the 
2016 Lake Minnetonka Communications Commission Budget. Motion carried 5-0. 

B. Consideration of Resolution No. 31-2015 authorizing the Mayor to enter an 
agreement between the City of Woodland and the Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Services – Wildlife Division of the United States Department of 
Agriculture for the City’s 2015/2016 Deer Management Program 

 Mayor Doak provided background on the item. He noted that the 2015 budget only 
includes $1,500 for deer management. Mayor Doak said that the USDA appears to 
be the best option for removing the deer, but at a significantly greater cost than 
anticipated. From a budget standpoint, it is a good year to move forward with the 
deer management program as the City is running a surplus. 

 Mayor Doak said that the City is working closely with the City of Deephaven on the 
deer harvest program this year. He said the idea is to pool the number of deer that 
can be harvested between the two cities and to harvest as many deer as possible. 

 In response to a question from Council Member Massie, Mayor Doak explained that 
the cost is “not to exceed” and is for time and materials rather than a certain dollar 
amount per deer as was done with the City’s previous contractor. 

Newberry moved, seconded by Carlson to adopt Resolution No. 31-2015 
authorizing the Mayor to enter an agreement between the City of Woodland and the 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Services – Wildlife Division of the United States 
Department of Agriculture for the City’s 2015/2016 Deer Management Program. 
Motion carried 5-0.  

C. Discussion relating to a City Council Parking Zone and Permit Policy in the City of 
Woodland 

 Mayor Doak presented an overview of the flooding problem on Maplewood Circle 
and presented a photo of the newly restored drainage area which is located within 
Parking Zone C. He said that he was not necessarily asking to eliminate Parking 
Zone C as stated in the new draft City Council policy, but would like to reduce the 
size of Zone C and place no parking signs along the drainage area to prevent 
parking on the drain field. The remaining area within Zone C would be used for 
permit parking. 

 Council Member Massie thought that three “no parking” signs could be placed in the 
drainage area. Two signs with arrows facing in and one sign in the middle of the 
drainage area with a left and right arrow, which would delineate the drain field. 
Council Member Massie also thought that Parking Zone C should be eliminated 
altogether because the remaining space is not large enough to justify designation 
as a parking zone. 



 Council Member Weiner agreed and said that the remnant of Parking Zone C would 
not be large enough to realistically accommodate parking and people may end up 
parking  along the drain field area.  

 The Council members agreed that Parking Zone C should be eliminated and that 
“no parking” signs should be placed along the drain field. The Council also agreed 
that a revised policy, eliminating Zone C, was appropriate.  

Massie moved, seconded by Newberry to adopt Resolution No. 28-2016 adopting 
City Council Policy 3-4 relating to temporary on-street parking by permit in 
designated areas.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 D. Discussion relating to potential amendments to Chapter 9, Zoning Ordinance. 

Council Member Newberry presented an overview of the item. He said that the 
amendments were minor, but provided for clarification based on several recent 
issues that were raised within the City.  

Council Members agreed with the revisions to the ordinance. Concern was raised 
over the clarity of the first item relating to the proximity of decks to main buildings. 
The Council decided that the following underlined language be added to the 
amendment: 

A deck adjoining or adjacent to a main building is considered an integral part of the 
main building.  

Council Member Newberry explained that there may be other revisions to the 
ordinance and these amendments will go before the Council with those revisions in 
the future to save on publication costs. 

E. Items pertaining to the 2016 Preliminary Budget and Levy  

Mayor Doak presented an overview of the 2016 Preliminary Budget and Levy. He 
noted that the 2016 expenditures are lower than the 2015 projected expenditures, 
but slightly higher than the 2015 budget. Mayor Doak also noted that the City’s 
portion of a resident’s tax bill is small when compared to the school district and 
county taxes.  

The Council agreed that the preliminary budget and levy were appropriate as 
presented.  

1. Resolution No. 22-2015 Adopting the 2016 Preliminary General Fund Budget 

Carlson moved, seconded by Massie to adopt Resolution No. 22-2015 adopting 
the 2016 Preliminary General Fund Budget. Motion carried 5-0. 

2. Resolution No. 23-2015 Adopting the 2016 Preliminary Levy 



Newberry moved, seconded by Weiner to adopt Resolution No. 23-2015 
adopting the 2016 Preliminary Levy. Motion carried 5-0. 

7. OLD BUSINESS 

8. MAYOR’S REPORT 

 Mayor Doak reported on the following: 

Breezy Heights Road Fire Lane 
For many years, brush and debris were dumped into the fire lane and the lane was nearly 
impassable. The City’s tree service removed all of the materials and was able to chip most 
of the brush which saved on costs associated with the clean-up.  

Some residents were storing canoes and other items along the shoreline at the north end of 
the fire lane. Those residents were told verbally that they needed to remove the items. The 
City has a policy prohibiting storage of any kind in all the City fire lanes, including Breezy 
Heights Road. The Council concurred with the application of this policy. A sign will be 
placed on the fire lane that states that storage is not allowed.  

Emerald Ash Borer 
The Council may wish to consider getting an arborist for treatment of ash trees before the 
Emerald Ash Borer becomes a problem. The City may be able to get a bulk rate on costs 
associated with treatments. The City would not commit any funds to the program, but would 
administer the program. Interested residents would go through the City and pay for all 
treatments.  

Metropolitan Council 
The Metropolitan Council is beginning the ten year planning process. The City will be 
working closely with the Metropolitan Council on this project.   
 
Resident/Contractor Communication 
Contractors have always been instructed to be polite and helpful to residents. Residents 
should respond in kind. A resident was verbally abusive to a City contractor recently and 
this is unacceptable. Contractors should call the police if residents get abusive. The Council 
concurred with this approach. 

School District  

• The School District open enrollment program benefits the District financially, but the 
District is getting to the point where it is unable to take any more children in the 
open enrollment program, thus the source of incremental funding is coming to a 
close.   

• A levy referendum will be held in November to renew the levies that expire in 2017. 
Residents are encouraged to support the referendum to sustain Minnetonka’s 
leading educational position. A good school district is good for property values.  



• A high percentage of the school district’s budget is spent on personnel. 

• The School District has a very high approval rating at 97%. 

9. COUNCIL REPORTS  

 A. Carlson –Enterprise Finance and Operations, Intergovernmental Relations, and  
  MCWD 

Council Member Carlson stated that a resolution was prepared for City Council 
consideration that would authorize the expenditure of funds for the repair of two 
gate valves on hydrants 9 and 12. She recommended that the Council adopt the 
resolution so the valves may be repaired yet this year. 

Carlson moved, seconded by Newberry to adopt Resolution 33-2015 accepting 
quotes and authorizing the repair of gate valves on hydrants 9 and 12. Motion 
carried 5-0. 

B. Massie – Road right-of-way maintenance, Trees, Deer Management – None  
 
 C. Newberry – Ordinances, Septic Ordinance, and Inspections – None 
 
 D. Weiner – Public Safety, Police and Fire, General Finance – None  
 
10. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

Newberry moved, seconded by Massie to approve the Accounts Payable as presented. 
Motion carried 5-0. 

11. TREASURER’S REPORT 

Massie moved, seconded by Weiner to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. 
Motion carried 5-0. 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

Carlson moved, seconded by Massie to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned 
by consensus. The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________   _____________________________ 
Kathryne A. McCullum, City Clerk   James S. Doak, Mayor 

 


